Some Nocardia species cause a wide spectrum of diseases including pulmonary infection; cutaneous and subcutaneous abscesses; bloodstream invasion with secondary involvement of the brain, kidneys, and other organs; and actinomycotic mycetoma. Pulmonary nocardiosis has been increasingly recognized as a serious infection in patients with underlying neoplastic disease and in organ transplant recipients (5, 8) .
Nocardiae are aerobic, filamentous, partially acid-fast bacilli that grow slowly on most culture media. They may be obscured by rapidly growing contaminants present in specimens such as sputa. Several approaches to the selective isolation of nocardial species have been described. These include the use of selective media (1, 4, 7) , specimen decontamination (3) , and paraffin baiting (9) . Decontamination of respiratory specimens with N-acetyl-L-cysteine, NaOH, or benzalkonium chloride in trisodium phosphate is toxic for nocardiae, and paraffin baiting, although it results in higher efficiency of isolation, may take weeks to yield positive results.
Sabouraud dextrose agar with chloramphenicol was suggested for recovery of Nocardia species from sputum, but many isolates are susceptible to this antibiotic (1 In a second set of experiments, serial 10-fold dilutions of standardized suspensions of five strains of N. asteroides were prepared as described above. Cotton-tipped applicators were sequentially dipped in pooled expectorated sputum and then in a 10-3, 10-4, or 10-5 dilution of the nocardial suspension. The same applicator was used to inoculate both media, and in each case the CA was inoculated first. Plates were streaked for isolated colonies by using a quadrant pattern, and the growth of nocardiae was assessed semiquantitatively and scored from 1+ to 4+.
The comparison of the growth of 12 strains of Nocardia on sBCYE and CA is shown in Table 1 . All strains grew on sBCYE, and the plating efficiency ranged from 64 to 132% (mean, 100%). The mean colony diameter ranged from 0.42 to 1.69 mm (mean, 1.00 mm) on CA, compared with 1.22 to 2.51 mm (mean, 1.76 mm) on sBCYE (P < 0.01).
The use of sI3CYE substantially enhanced the detection of five strains of N. asteroides in seeded sputum (Table 2 ). There was a 1-to 2-log increase in detection when results of cultures on sBCYE and CA were compared. In addition, growth of nocardiae was evident 1 to 2 days earlier on sBCYE.
Our study demonstrated that medium developed for the selective isolation of Legionella strains can also support the growth of Nocardia strains, and its use may enhance the J. CLIN. MICROBIOL. (10) . A similar selective medium, sBCYE agar, with polymyxin, anisomycin, and cefamandole, supports the growth of Brucella species and, potentially, can also be used for the selective isolation of these organisms from mixed cultures (6) .
In summary, the medium used for the selective isolation of Legionella species can also be used for the recovery of nocardiae from mixed cultures. Inclusion of sBCYE routinely in sputum cultures from immunocompromised patients may be justified, considering that this medium will facilitate the recovery of two important opportunistic pulmonary pathogens.
The sBCYE used in the study was a gift from Remel.
